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of evolution and they explain the higher as emerging from
the lower. According to one school, the matrix of space"
time is the primordial stuff of the universe, from which
new qualities like life and mind emerge, and the next higher
stage in its growth is the nisus towards deity. Another
theory goes a step further and accepts God as the nisus
through whose activity emergents emerge and is therefore
less naturalistic- A third theory refers to a realm of eternal
objects which require God as the principle of concretion for
achieving actuality, abandoning naturalism altogether. This
view is further developed by distinguishing between the
absolute which is infinite possibility and God who is one
possibility actualised. It is pointed out by way of criticism
that emergents may not emerge but get submerged. Absolutism
in its transcendental aspect points to reality which somehow
divides itself into finite centres and gradually becomes the
world of empirical experience. Another well-known theory
insists on the principle of evolution that what is implicit
alone becomes explicit and that reality as idea is the gradual
dialectic unfolding in a rhythmic way of the One that goes
out of Itself and then returns to Itself. In this way natural-
ism and absolutism agree in destroying the autonomy of
ethical religion and explaining away the existence of the self
and God as mere emergents or appearances of the Absolute.
But a true theory of cosmology has to recognise the reality
of nature, self and God by avoiding the extremes of natural-
ism and absolutism. This is rendered clear by distinguish-
ing between the process of nature, the moral progress of man
and the inner purpose of God which consists in soul-making.
The events in nature happen and form a medium for the pro-
gress of man due to his freedom ; and God is the ground of the
evolutionary process and the transcendent goal of moral life,